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1798 -1802

1802-1848

1850-1888

Time-Line Switzerland, part |

General expulsion of the Roma, named "Zeginer" :
Warning, branding, hanging

Tolerance of french "Colporteurs"

"Landjager" (Police) against "Heimatlose” (sans papiers)

Internment of Yenish Children, named ,,Gaunerkinder® in
industrial schools. Some of them were renamed, names
as p.ex. ,Freund” (friend), ,Demuth” (humbleness),
,Wohlfahrt” (welfare)

The ,liberal phase® with a certain ambiguity:
Citizen Rights for Yenish People, and one single Roma Family

But: Separation of families, forced emigration for partners
and children who did not get Swiss citizenship

Free entrance for foreign Roma, Sinti and other nomads in
possession of passports

Tolerance of ambulant professions



1888-1972

Timeline Switzerland, part Il

General expulsion of foreign Roma, called "Zigeuner" or
"tsiganes", even during WW Il

Repression of ambulant professions. Separations of some
Sinti families

Some few Sinti and Roma Families managed all the same to
stay in Switzerland

In about the same time:

1927-1972

Systematic destruction of Yenish families with swiss
citizenship (by private organizations as p.ex. Foundation
Pro Juventute, or Seraphisches Liebeswerk Solothurn, both
helped by the authorities. Totally at least 900 children
isolated from parents, brothers and sisters by adoption, in
foster homes, in resident schools and in penitentiary
institutions



Police Photographs and Registration

Photograph by Carl
Durheim 1853, made
for the General
Procurator of
Switzerland,

of Yenish woman
Elisabeth Nobel



Dactyloscopic Registration Card, Cantonal Police
Bern, 1906, of Romni Katharina Florian



Schweizerisches Zigeuner-Register
(instaured 1911, in use until 1972)

Registration Card of
Sinto Carlo Minster,
born in Coire, Grisons,
Switzerland, but
stateless



Only the next generation of family Minster got Swiss
citizenship, in the year 1993 (photo taken 2004)



A fruit of the racist Swiss attempt to expulse all Roma
except the Yenish with Swiss citizenship (1888-1972):
No access to Swiss trains and steamboats for Roma.



Since 1911: “internment for identification” in the penitentiary
of Witzwil, Berne: Forced labour for months and even years



“Leupold’s procedure”, part |

Dr. Eduard Leupold from the Swiss Department of
Justice invented in the year 1911 this practice:

“Internment for identification”, without trial, but
during months and in some cases years, of the adult
male members of Roma families entering Swiss
territory.

The women and children were separately brought to
institutions of the Salvation Army or similar caritative
organizations.



“Leupold’s procedure”, part Il

All persons defined by the Swiss police to be “Zigeuner” are
photographed and registered in the dactyloscopic
“Zigeuner-Register”.

The Swiss registry of gypsies checks its content with the

Registry of the German “Zigeuner-Zentrale” in Munich and
with Alfred Dillmanns “Zigeunerbuch”, published 1905.

This done (such a registration scan last month and even
more then a year), the separated Roma Families will be
reunited — while being brought to the Swiss border to leave
the country, often in the night, far away from normal
border procedures.



Isolated Children

“Leupolds Procedure” had the openly outspoken
intention to scare away and to repel Sinti, Roma and
foreign Yenish from Switzerland.

The aim was to keep “clean” the territory of
Switzerland of this group of human persons.

A collateral damage were some Sinti children separated
for the rest of their lives from their families and
culture, isolated in a permanent internment. There was
no trial against them, but the sentence was to be a

gypsy.



Josef Anton R.

Josef Anton R. (1907-1972) is an example of such a child.

1916 he fled into the forest when police caught the rest of
his family, belonging to the group of the Sinti and seeking
shelter from WW | in peaceful Switzerland. Some months
later, he was caught too, got ill and was put into a hospital.
He was not yet cured, when his family, interned “for
identification” during four years, was expelled and banished
from Switzerland. The young Sinto never found back to
them and made the typically Swiss career of a working
foster child being placed later on in penitentiary
institutions, workhouses and psychiatric clinics.



Psychiatric expertise for castration

Being rebellious, he got a psychiatric expert opinion by
to psychiatrists. The one was Prof. Jakob Klaesi,
director of the psychiatric clinic Waldau and Professor
at the University of Berne. The other was Herbert
Jancke (1898 — 1993), at this time (1934) a fanatic Nazi,
but working in Switzerland. They had to answer the
question of Josef Anton R.’s legal guardian Robert
Schneider, Zurich, if it would be the right thing to
castrate the young man. They agreed to decide: Yes.
So the operation was executed in the year 1934,



“The question to answer is if R. has to be castrated
because of his sexual abnormity”



“His behaviour can be understood in some way being
aware, that he is not a Swiss, but a gypsy.”



“It must be prevented that R. could establish a line with
such bad genes, that his offspring would be a burden for
themselves and the state.”



Josef Anton R.
(1905 -1972)
in the year 1970, in
his last institution of
internment and
forced labour
(Kappel am Albis,
near Zurich)



No asylum, but repulsion of Sinti and Roma at the
Swiss border during the Holocaust

Its known that Switzerland gave asylum to a certain
number of german dissidents and diserters and racially
persecuted Jews. But its also known, that Swiss border
patrols, miltary and police forces repelled about the
same number of refugees into the Holocaust. While
Swiss authorities stopped this practice in July 1944 for
Jews, they continued to do so with Sinti and Roma until

the end of WW II.



A tragic example is Anton Reinhardt (1927-1945)

While a big number of his relatives were murdered in
Auschwitz and other camps, the German Police brought
him, seventeen years old, to hospital for sterilization.

He fled, swam over the Rhine und seeked shelter in
Switzerland. Swiss police, after having detected that he
was a gypsy, brought him to the border near Basle.

Caught again, the Germans deported him into the camp
Natzweiler-Struthof. He fled again, was arrested once
more and shot dead by the SS-Charge Karl Hauger on

March 31th, 1945, shortly before French forces liberated
this part of Germany.



Anton Reinhardt
(1927 -1945)

(Swiss Police photo)



Swiss police chiefs cooperated with
the IKPK (later: Interpol), p.ex.
concerning the registration of Roma.
They continued this cooperation
even after the headquarter of IKPK
was transferred, in consequence of
the “Einmarsch” in Austria 1938,
from Vienna to Berlin. The Swiss
delegates contributed to the
election of SS-Obergruppenfihrer
Reinhard Heydrich for President of
the IKPK in 1940. So the brutal
criminal Heydrich became the
worlds highest-ranking policeman
from 1940 to 1942. The
international register of Roma
maintained by Interpol was used to
deport Roma and Sinti from many
European countrys into the camps of

extermination.



Continuities

e After the decline of the Third Reich, Swiss delegates
helped to guarantee the continuity of the Institution

IKPK, now called Interpol and transferred to Lyon,
France.

* And Swiss police chiefs continued to exchange
informations about Sinti and Roma with the former
“Zigeuner-Zentrale”, now called “Landfahrerstelle”, in
Munich, and with the BKA in Wiesbaden, the new
German Police Headquarter, dominated by former SS-
Men like Paul Dickopf (1910-1973), who became
President of Interpol in 1968.



The cooperation between Swiss police, Interpal,
BKA and “Landfahrerstelle” helped Swiss
Authorities to keep on their official policy
against Roma in the years from 1950 - 1972.
While more and more Swiss plants in industry
and gastronomy recruited Roma workers from
Yugoslavia, Swiss police continued to arrest,
register and banish Sinti and Roma who drove
with their caravans into Switzerland.



“Repelling of gypsies
at the borders”



This general and
discriminatory
interdiction
specifically
against Roma to
travel into or
through
Switzerland was
maintained until
1972.



Legal Organization of Yenish, Roma
and Sinti was impossible in
Switzerland before 1972

“Radgenossen-
schaft der
Landstrasse”
The First
Meeting:
Bern, May 1975
Photo: Rob
Gnant



Dr. med. Jan Cibula (1932-2013), refugee
form Czechoslovakia, President of IRU

(International Romani Union) 1978-1981

It’s an irony of
history that the
most important

Roma
Organisation, the
International
Romani Union,
had its
headquarter in
Switzerland in the
years 1978 - 1981



Timeline Switzerland, part Il

1955-1990  Arrival of Roma as foreign workers and refugees from
Yugoslavia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia

1993 Swiss citizenship for the few Sinti families living in
Switzerland

1997/ 98 Recognition of "Travelling people” (,,Fahrende”) as a
national minority and of Yenish language as a ,,non-
territorial language of a minority"

2016 Recognition of Yenish (estimated 40°000) and Sinti
(estimated 2500), but not of Roma (estimated 80°000),
as Swiss national minorities



